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EPC 71 am6 

ALL PENDrNO CLAIMS SHOWING AMENDMENTS 
What is claimed is: 



1 . (Amended) In a computef system feftvm gincluding a clearinghouse 
C0ii^onent, a nonprofit component, a supporter component and a merchant component, 
with the clearinghotise component connecting the otheyttiree components via a variety of 
entry terminals, said computer svstem a nd said comn6nents having programs encoded 
aon computer readable media in cluding codes that/when executed perform steps in a 
method, the steps in the method comprising: 

providing each of a plurality of supiporters with an individual identification 
number (ID); 

e nt e ring the ID into on mm torminals c ncodinp and entering the ID into one of 
said entry terminals; 

entering an amount spent by a supporter at a merchant ui a transaction; 

having the entiy^crminal record the ID ln computer code, as well as the amount 
of dollars spent in a transaction; 
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uploading the ID and the amount entered to a centrtj clearinRhaus eJn computer 




code : 




calculating in the central clearinghouse rebatfife deiermitied by said merchant on 
the basis of purchases of the supporter from said lyferchant and to be paid by the merchant 
to the nonprofit; and 

deducting from the purchases of the ^upporter from said merchant the calculated 
rebates deteimined by the merchant and in/computer code forwarding to said nonprofit 
the calculated and deducted rebates to be paid by the merchant to said nonprofit, 

2. (Amended) Mn a computet- system having procorams encoded on computer 
readable media including codes tha/ when executed oetform step s, a method of 
accumulating credits for organi2:apons> comprising: 



recording assigned idemifications to supporters, merchants, and organizations 
affiliated with the supporters^nd merchants during transactions between supporters and 
merchants; 



associating the idfentification of each supporter and merchant with an affiliated 
organization in response to each transaction between merchant and supporter; 
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deducting and recording rebates, dflfterniined by the merchants and to be paid by 
the merchants to the organizations, fromypurchases of the supporter from said merchants 
in each of the transactions; and 



in cpmputer code^transmittirtg to the organizations the rebates, deducted j&om 
purchases of the supporter from sai'd merchants in said transactions between said 
supporter and the merchants, andyto be given to the organizations. 



3. (Previously Added) A method a 
assigned identification are perfonned at a 



in claim 2, wherein the steps of recording 
■emote terminal of a merchant; and 



the steps of associating, deducting, and transmitting are perfonned in a central 
clearinghouse. 



4. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 2, wherein the organization is a 



nonprofit body, the supporters shop at 
to the nonprofit body. 



5. (Previously Added) A methc d 
identifications to each of said supporter's^ 



ic merchants^ and the merchants agree to rebates 



as in claim 2« further comprising assigning 
merchants, and organizations. 



Received from < 908 277 1487 > at 4/14/03 4:10:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



04/14/2083 15:14 908-277-1487 ' STANSER L PAGE 13 



6. (Previously Added) A method as in cMm 3, wherein each the step of recording 
includes uploading each transaction to said cleaHnghouse and the step of transmittmg 
includes downloading accumulated rebates to Said remote tenninals at said merchants. 

7. (Previously Added) A^program residing in a computer of a central 
clearinghouse, comprising instructions for performing the steps of; 

assigning to organizations and aifillated supporters and merchants individual 
identifications; / 

maintaining a schedule of rebatcsf determined by the merchants due to each of tlie 
organizations from each of the merchan/s; 

collecting from the merchant, 
merchant^ the identifications of the sv 

calculating the rebates due from each merchant to each organization; and 

transmitting, to the organiza ions, the amount of rebates determined by the 
merchants and due the organization from each of the merchants. 



luring a transaction between a supporter and a 
sporter and the merchant; 
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8. (Amended) A m e thod , method utilizing progE&ms encoded on computer 
readable media incl uding codes that when executed pirform steps> said method 
comprising: 

entering in a clearinghouse computer networit identification of merchants, 
identification of supporters associated with thfe merchants, and identification of nonprofit 
organizations associated with the supporter/ and the merchants; 

entering into said clearinghouscycomputer network a rebate calculation 
determined by said merchants on the basis of transactions with said supporters, for 
payment of rebates by the merchants/to said nonprofit organizations; and 

in computer code, havin^ payments credited* on the basis of said transactions and 
said rebate calculations determirjfed by said merchants, from said merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations. 




9. (Previously Amended) A metf od as in claim 8, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote terminals of the merchants, and the step of 
identijRcation of supporters includes enr« IHng of supporters associated with the merchants 
and is performed at the remote terminals of the merchants; and 

said clearinghouse computer netv wk includes a central clearinghouse, and the 



steps of entering a rebate calculation det 



erm: 



Ined by said merchants on the basis of 



Received from < 908 277 1487 > at 4/14/034:10:24 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



04/14/2003 15:14 908-277-1487 ' STANGER L ^ PAGE 15 



f rebates by the merchants to said 
il clearinghouse. 

10. (Previously Amended) A methodk in claim 9, whei^in the nonprofit 
organizaUon is a nonprofit body, the supporters shop at the merchants, and the merchants 
agree to rebates to the nonprofit body. / 

1 L (Previously Amended) A method as in claim 9, wherein the step of having 
payments credited includes uploading each transaction to said clearinghouse and 
downloading accumulated payments credited to said remote teiTninals at said nonprofit 
organizations. / 

12. (Previously Added) A methbd as in claim 8, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote terminals of the nonprofit organizations, and tfie step 
of entering identification of supporter* includes enrolling supporters associated with the 
nonprofit organizations and is perfonhed at remote tenninals of the nonprofit 
organizations; and | 

informatioa concerning enrolling supporters uploaded by said remote tenninals of 
the nonprofit organisations to a datap>ase in said central clearinghouse computer network, 

13* (Previously Added) A nr ethod as in claim 12, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes a centra I clearinghouse, said transactions define shopping 



transactions with said supporters, for payment i 
nonprofit organizations, is performed in a centi 
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activity, and said payments represent calculated rebates, and said clearinghouse 
downloads reports on the shopping activity knd calculated rebates due said nonprofit 
organizations to remote tenninals operated/ by the nonprofit organizations. 

14. (Previously Added) A methCNii as in claim 8, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote terminals operated by said 3upporters and said step of 
entering identifications of supporters mcludes supporters using said remote terminals to 
enroll themselves and select a nonprofit organization that will receive payments based on 
the calculated rebates; and / 

information concerning smd enrollment is uploaded by said remote terminals to a 
database in said centra) clearinghouse computer* 

15. (Previously Added) K method as in claim 14, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes a <^ntral clearinghouse that downloads reports on the 
transactions in the form of shopping activity and calculated rebates due said nonprofit 
oYgam^ations to remote terminals operated by said supporters . 

16* (Previously Added) A method as in claim 8, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includ® remote terminals of the nonprofit, and the step of enrolling 
supporters associated with the nonprofits are performed at the remote terminals of the 
nonprofit organizations; and 
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said enrollment information is uploaded by said nonprofit remote tenninals to a 
database in said central clearinghouse commiter, 

17. (Previously Added) A method ks in claim 12, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes a central clearinghouse that downloads reports on the 
shopping activity and calculated rebate due said nonprofits to remote temiinals operated 
by nonprofit organizations. / 

18. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 8> wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote tejfminals operated by supporters to enroll themselves 
and select a nonprofit organization that will receive the calculated rebates; and 

said enrollment informat]On|is uploaded by said remote terminals to a database in 
said central clearinghouse compu 

19. (Previously Added) A 
computer network includes a cent 
shopping activity and calculated b 
by said supporters. | 

20. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 8, wherein said process of enterbg 
the identification of the merchants, identification of the supporters, and identification of 
the nonprofit organizations includes enrolling of the merchants, the supporters, and of the 



lethod as in clain) 14» wherein said clearinghouse 
il clearinghouse that downloads reports on the 
Bbate diie said nonprofits to remote terminals operated 
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nonprofit organizations^ as well as recogniiing the merchants, the supporters, and the 
nonprofit oi^anizations during said transactions. 

21, (Previously Added) A method/as in claim! 5, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote terminals at the nonprofit organiiiations, and the 
enrolling of supporters associated with the nonprofit oi^anizations is performed at the 
remote terminals of the nonprofit organizations; and 

said clearinghouse computer network includes a central clearinghouse, and the 
steps of entering a rebate calculation determined by said merchants on the basis of 
transactions with said supporters, for/payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations, is performed in the central clearinghouse. 

22. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 1 5, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote| terminals at the nonprofit organizations, and the 
enrolling of supporters and the ra^chants are performed at the remote terminals of the 
nonprofit organizations; and I 

said clearinghouse compiter network includes a central clearinghouse, and the 
steps of entering a rebate calculai ion determined by said merchants on the basis of 
transactions with said supporters for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations^ are performed in the central clearinghouse. 
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23. (Previow)y Adde i) A rnelhod as in claim 1 5, wherein said clearinghoijse 
computer network includes remote terminals of the supporters, and the enrolling of 
nonprofit orgajoizations are p^rrformed at the remote terminals of the supporters; and 



said clearinghouse computer networic includes a central clearinghouse, and the 
steps of entering a rebate calculation determined by said merchants on the basis of 
transactions with said supdbrters, for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations, aip perfoimed in the central clearinghouse. 

24. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 15, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes remote terminals at the supporters, and the enrolling of 
nonprofit organizations associated with the merchants are performed at the remote 
terminals of the supporters; and 



said clearinghouse computer network includes a central clearinghouse, and the 
steps of entering a reba e calculation determined by said merchants on the basis of 
transactions with said supporters, for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations, are performed in the central clearinghouse, 

25. (Previously Added) A tnethod as in claim 15, wherein said clearin^ouse 
computer network inch ides a central clearinghouse, and the enrolling of supporters 
associated with the nonjprofit organizations are perfonned at the central clearinghouse; 
and 
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the steps of entering a rebate calculation determined by said merchants on the 
basis of transactions with said supporters/for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations, are performed in the central clearinghouse, 

26. (Previously Added) A metUod as in claim 1 5, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes a central dcaringhouse, and the enrolling of merchants 
associated with the supporters are pcWbrmed at the central clearinghouse; and 

the steps of entering a reb^e calculation determined by said merchants on the 
basis of transactions with said supporters, for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations^ are performed in the central clearinghouse. 

27. (Previously Added) A method as in claim 1 5, wherein said clearinghouse 
computer network includes af central clearinghouse, and the enrolling of supporters 
associated with the merchai/ts and nonprofit organizations arc performed at the central 
clearinghouse; and 



said clearinghouse computer network includes a central clearinghouse, and the 
steps of entering a rebate jcalcuJation detennined by said mercliants on the basis of 
transactions with said supporters, for payment of rebates by the merchants to said 
nonprofit organizations, iire performed in the central clearinghouse. 
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